
The Merry Hearts Preschool 
COVID-19 Policies/Acceptance Form 

As we work through our preparations and plans for next school year we are focused 
on maintaining a preschool environment that is nurturing, enriching, fun and safe for 
your little ones! The COVID-19 outbreak is obviously an unprecedented and real 
challenge. The Merry Hearts Preschool is committed to meeting the significant 
impacts this crisis has on our children with love, compassion and understanding . We 
believe children are capable. We value play as both an opportunity for 
developmentally appropriate learning and processing the world. We will continue to 
structure our curriculum around these beliefs, while incorporating ongoing best 
health practices regarding COVID-19. 

The following are the policies we will be putting in place towards this goal:

Drop off / Pick Up

●Children in the twos, threes and Pre-K classes will use a drive thru drop off at  
  an assigned entrance. Parents will not be able to enter the building with their   
  child, teachers will greet children at the designated drop off spot.  Parents of   
  students in the Ones class will be able to walk in their child for the first weeks of  
  school but will drop off at the door. No parents should enter the classrooms. 

●Teachers will take each child’s temperature as they are dropped off, as well as 
run through a checklist of symptoms with the parent including cough, runny nose, 
fever, diaherra, and vomiting.  Parents will need to verify and initial 
documentation each morning stating that the child does not have any of the 
symptoms. The list of symptoms may change as the situation evolves. 

●Teachers will take children inside at their designated time. Upon entering the 
building, teachers and all children will wash hands.

●Each class will be designated a pick up location. Teachers will walk children to the 
door to meet their parents. Art work and other items to go home will be held thru 
the end of each week and sent home with children on Fridays.



Social Distancing/ Protective Gear

● Children WILL NOT be required to wear face masks. 

●  Teachers will wear masks and gloves when assisting children in the bathroom,  
     changing diapers and serving snacks. 

●Children  need to be hugged and comforted, so teachers will be encouraged to 
wear smocks that are easily washable when they need to be in very close contact 
with children, such as hugging or comforting.

● Proper hand washing will be taught and encouraged throughout the school 
day.  Children and staff will be required to wash hands more often including but 
not limited to: upon arrival, before and after handling food, before and after 
diapering, before and after using the bathroom or helping a child in the bathroom, 
after coming in contact with bodily fluid, after playing outside.

Touch free/automatic soap dispensers will be available at each hand washing 
station.
 
●Children will not bring book bags/backpacks to school with them. Each child should 

bring a change of clothing in a zip-locked bag that will be kept in the classroom. 
Children who require diapering supplies will keep those items stored at school as 
well.

●Any personal items for each child will be stored in their cubby, including outdoor   
gear, extra clothing and individual art supplies.

●Classes will not be mixed on the playground. Each class will have an outdoor/  
  playground time scheduled for them.  Classrooms will be encouraged to spend as   
  much time outside as possible, we have wonderful grounds and will be taking    
  advantage of that. 

●Children’s Church will meet in the Sanctuary instead of the Chapel to allow for  
  social distancing between the classes.



Cleaning Procedures
●Classrooms will be set up to ensure that everything can be easily cleaned. No toys 

that cannot be easily cleaned will be available in the classroom. Classrooms will 
disinfect toys before sharing with another classroom.

●All staff will follow a two-step cleaning process: clean with soap and water, then 
disinfect.

●Each classroom will have a container of soapy water available. Anytime a toy goes 
in a child’s mouth, or is otherwise deemed dirty, the teacher will place it in the 
wash bin. 

●Heavy traffic items such as doorknobs will be cleaned multiple times throughout 
the day. 

Sick Children and Staff 

ALL STAFF, FAMILIES, CHILDREN AND THEIR HOUSEHOLD MEMBERS 
MUST CONDUCT A DAILY HEALTH CHECK BEFORE COMING TO THE 
PRESCHOOL. 
Should you or any household member have any of the following symptoms, we 
ask you to remain out that day and notify the director. 

◦ Fever of 100.4 F or higher, now or in the preceding 72 hours (or would have, but 
have used fever reducing medicine) 

◦ Cough 
◦ Sore Throat 
◦ Muscle Aches 
◦ Difficulty Breathing 
◦ New Loss of Taste or Smell 

● If a child or teacher develops a fever over 100 degrees, they will be removed 
from the classroom. A doctor’s note or record of a negative COVID-19 test is 
required in order to return. 

● If a child is symptomatic, parents will be directed to have the child tested. 
Parents should report to the child’s pediatrician for recommendations on testing. 
The results of a Covid-19 test must be reported toThe Merry Hearts director as 
soon as possible. 

● If a member of a classroom tests positive for COVID-19, the classroom will be 
shut down for up to 14 days while the classroom is cleaned and disinfected. 

● If a child or staff test positive, they may only return to school with a physician’s 
note of health. 



In Case of Positive Cases 

●A positive COVID-19 case will result in the classroom closing for 14 days. Since             
each classroom is contained to that room and the staff assigned, the rest of the 
school will not need to close. 

● If there are two or more cases throughout the school, the entire school will close  
for 14 days. 

●Because of the pandemic, a 14-day closure will not result in a refund.  
● If a child or staff member develops a fever or other symptom, all who have been 

in contact with that child or staff member will be notified by email. The identity 
of the symptomatic person will be protected, but those in contact with them will 
be notified. Follow up notification will be given concerning the classroom’s ability 
to remain open. 

By signing below, I certify that I have read the new COVID-19 policies. I 
agree to follow the policies as they apply to me. I further acknowledge that 
these policies are subject to change, and I agree to continue to follow the 
policies as outlined by the school. 

Child’s Name:____________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature:____________________________  

Date:__________ 


